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Lokakasa is that in which Dharma,
Adharma, Kala, Pudgala and Jiva exist, that which
is beyound (this Lokakasa) is called Alokakasa.

“Loka is that. place in which happiness and
misery are seen as results of virtue or vice, or Loka
might be said to be that place in which things are
got, or Loka 1s that place which is perceived by
the omniscient.” This is how Akalanka Deva de-
rives the word Loka. Akasa with reference to Loka
or Akasa similar in extent to Loka is Lokakasa,
and Akasa beyond Loka is Alokakasa.

In the accompanying Plate, we have a rep-
resentation of Lokakasa and Alokakasa. Loka or
the universe, according to the Jaina idea, consists
of three divisions - Urdha Loka or the upper world
Madhya Loka or the middle world and Adho Loka
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or the lower world. The first is the abode of celes-
tial beings, the second of men and of other crea-
tures, and the third of the inmates of hell. Sur-
rounding’ these Lokas, which are situated one
above the other, are three layers of air, the inner
being humid, the dense and the outer rarified.
Within the envelope of these layers, there is
Lokakasha invisible substance which allows space
to other substances and is equal 1n extent to the
Loka. In this Lokakasa, Jiva, Pudgala, Dharma,
Adharma and Kala exist.

Beyond this Lokakasa, there is Alokakasa
which is eternal, infinite, formless, activityless and
perceptible only by the omniscient. In Alokakasa,
there is only the substance Akasa and not Dharma,
Adharma, Kala, Pudgala or Jiva.
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exist. That which 1s beyond (this

lokakasha) is called Alokakasha.
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Strangely enough the mathemati-
cians reckon that the total amount of mat-
ter which exists s limited and that the to-
tal extent of the Universe is finite. They
do not conceive that there 1s a limit be-
yond which no space exists but that the
totality of space is so ‘curved’ that a ray
of light, after travelling in a direct line for
a long enough time, would come back to
its starting point. They have even made a
preliminary estimate of the time, a ray of
light would require for the round trip in

the totality of curvature, not less than ten
yE

Scanned by CamScanner



SRR

trillion, i.e., 10" years. .And such a space
is very cosy quarters compared with in-
finity. A mathematician feels positively

cramped 1n it.
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Again the same author writes :-
“Think of the most remote and ab-
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stract of all theorems of Relativity-that the
Universe is finite.” This is quite incon-
ceivable; no astronomer can secure an

mental picture of a jumping off bounder§
beyond which there is no Space.... When
a computation implies that space is ‘finite’
the mathematician cannot unmake his brain
and visualise finite Space. He does not
even try to do so. But the presumes that
the equation has some concrete meaning
that the meaning may in time take form
and be revealed as a serviceable fact dim
but actual on the border of the unknown.’:
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“] suppose that every one has at
sometime plagued his imagination with the
question, is there an end to space? If space
comes to an end, what is beyond the end?
On the other hand, the idea that there 1s
no end, but space beyond space forever is
inconceivable. And so the imagination is
tossed to and fro in a dilemma. Prior to
the relativity theory the orthodox view was
that space is finite. No one can conceive
infinite space; we had to be content to
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admit in the physical world an inconcejv-
able conception-disquieting but not nec-
essarily illogical. Einstein’s theory now
offers a way out of the dilemma. Is space
infinite or does it come to an end ? Nej-
ther Space 1s finite but it has no end: “fi-
nite but unbounded” is the usual phrase.”
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