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JAIN FACTS: BEYOND MODERN KNOWLEDGE

A treaties in two volumes by Aacharya Kanaknandiji
Most reverend Jainacharaya Kanaknandiji has dedicated his life
{0 the quest of profound scientific knowledge that forms the basis of Jain
philosophy. In the course of this quest he has not only unraveled the
mysteries of this universe, its constituents, and the laws that govern their
behavior, as described in the Jain Aagams, he has also undertaken to
bring forth this knowledge to the attention of the world. Aacharyashriisa
prolific writer. He has written 142 th books on Jain philosophy, meta-
physics, and epistemology. The present books are the 143 rd and 144th
in the series and mark an important step in Aacharyashri’s mission of
demonstrating the scientific anilogical basis of the Jain philosophy. '
The modem science, as we know it. is devoted to the under-
standing of the physical matter, its qualities, and the forces that govern its
behavior, Science has indeed gone a long way in understanding the na-
ture of the minute particles that constitute matter, the various forces, such
as the forces of gravity and magnetism and 'he electromotive forces that
pervade this universe, and the relationship between energy and matter.
Science has even explored the phenomena that govern the nature and
attributes of our physical body, delving into such areas as the DNA and
the genomes. However, astounding as the discoveries of our modem sci-
ence are, there is still so much to know and learn. Our knowledge is
incomplete, uncertain and partial. New discoveries often negate or dis-
prove what we once believed to be true, and a true scientist is the first to
acknowledge that we still stand at the periphery of a vast ocean of knowl-
edge and that much of the universe is Still unknown to us.

The knowledge of the physical is but just one aspect of knowl-
edge. What are more important, but vastly more difficult to comprehend,
are the nature and quality of the living, the soul. Jain philosophy provides
a scientific and logical description of the nature of both the physical and
the spiritual, and of the relationship between the spirit or sout and the
physical or the non-living. In gaining an understanding of the physical
nature of substance Jain thought has ventured into fields that go beyond
our modem scientific knowledge, and ancient Jain philosophers and sages
have discoursed on areas of knowledge far ahead of their time. One must
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understand here that the knowledge that Kevalis, the omniscient, pos-
sessed was complete and absolute but only a miniscule part of that knowl-
edge has been made available to us by the learned through the Aagams.
However miniscule, that part still stands at the forefront of scientific dis-
covery.

What must be emphasized is that it is in understanding the nature
of soul and its destiny, rather than in knowledge of physical matter, that
the Jain philosophy is most impressive. As stated earlier, modem science
does not even touch this vast field of knowledge, which provides the very
basis for our existence.

Through his writings Aacharyashri has attempted to bring before
his readers the contributions of Jain thought to the understanding of the
living and the physical. He has epeatedly demonstrated how the Jain thought
is singularly logical and scientific in its enunciation. He often states that
Dharma provides a complete basis for the understanding of this universe
and its constituents, both animate and inanimate, while the modem sci-
ence deals only with the physical and even there its understanding is often
incomplete, faulty and misleading.

The present work provides a research oriented, spiritual, philo-
sophical, scientific and mathematical exposition of the wealth of knowl-
edge that resides in the Jain philosophy. Acharyashri states that while
modem science -provides an explanation for the physical phenomena of
nature on the basis of a study of the fundamental particles that constitute
all matter and the forces that govern the behavior of such particles, Jain
philosophy deals with the entity that gives life, and how it is affected by its
association with Karmic particles and the Karmic forces. It provides a
rather unique and thoroughly logical theory of interaction between the
Karmic particle and the soul and the transmigration of such. particles with
the soul. The soul, in fact, serves as the medium that holds a record of the
influx, bondage, stoppage, and stripping of karmic particles. Aarchayashri
goes on to explain in detail the many facets of knowledge that the Jain
philosophy has explored, and how it has been a pioneer in such explora-
tion. Following are some of these areas:

Jain philosophy has always maintained that there is the universe is
without a beginning or an end, everlasting and eternal, but continuously under-
going transformation. Modern science has also embraced this concept.

Jain religion has provided the most comprehensive description of
{he nature of both the animate and the inanimate. The proposition that the
unimate (Jeevas) exists in two forms, as embodied souls and as liberated
youl, is a unique concept. Even more astounding in its logical brilliance is
the division of the embodied or the mundane souls into sthavar, having
one sense organ and embracing in its scope the earth, water, fire, wind
und vegetation, and the tras having two to five sense organs.

Equally brilliant is the Jain description of matter or inanimate and
its constituents, the anu or atom and the skandh or molecule. Jainism has
also recognized that energy is a form of matter. It is interesting to hote that
it was not until Einstein’s discoveries that our modem science came to the
same conclusion.

These are but some of the highlights of the scientific and logical
philosophy of Jainism. Jain philosophy provides a comprehensive descrip-
tion of the universe and the animate and inanimate that constitutes it. It
also discusses the meaning of ‘our existence, the purpose of this life and
its destiny, and the forces that control that destiny.

The present work, as well as others that preceded it, provides the
most valuable source for a study of the Jain philosophy and how it is
based on sound scientific, mathematical and logical reasoning. Through
his. writings and his kind and compassionate nature Acharyashri has in-
spired so many to seek the truth and understand the meaning and purpose
of their life. 1 offer my most profound and humble regards to Aacharyashri

not only for his virtuous, pure and serene lifestyle, but also for his bril-
liance and scholarship, and his commitment to opening the treasures of
Jain thought for everyone to see and admire and learn from..

Jagmohan Humar, Ph.D.
Distinguished Research Professor
Carleton University

Ottawa, Canada

Phon - 001- 6237360783

E Mail- jhumar@ccs.carleton.com
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g wa @ 72 HAd

a3 3TEAT

q

72 FHard

arer Ay STeH

gy g9 B A

FemedT Sy, A ud wEEe B
gEne & T

|
g wd geerd (=) (Bd, wel)
e o BE-FE T-Fd W, Pl B?
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21/-
10/-
20/-
31/-
05/-
11/-
21/-
25/-
51/-

15/-
20/-
07/-
10/-

15/- -
15/-
21/-
101/-
25/-
11/-

05/-
07/-
41/-
125/-
25/-

15/-
25/-



Oooadcyw, n

—

A T R A Y

WIS e iy e i s

(wrerler st = Ssnfoves o) 151/-
s G Rrsme 101/-
WA eI 99T S9 Rey wder 05/-
IR 1 G 97 Iw a9 B Rig wmm iRy w11/
HEETER. ST 10/-
Waﬁwwmwaﬂﬁ%@ 10/-
R & Haleg & I 05/-
q
H99 U gq= 05/-
7= fase (2. 9.) 25/-
T e @9 & sfem 10/-
g
g7 Fmiar 9. wwswRy (fz g.) 41/-
g1 Fetar €. FIH (TETATE) 05/-
A B gt Metfad-Tsad 11/-
&

SECIIERIEE Il (- 11/-
g

o et g 06/-
fasg fsm = 100/-
feree sforera 25/
fasa o @ (THaerr) 214
fasg =z fsm (7 @) 41/-
HET B qiiE oF Jenfe Ryedmor 30/-
sy oifr & s Sug (fz.#.) 10/-
9T ot & a5 amor 41/-
fasa  afafass oo sam fEy 25/-
6 od T FEtor § ey wdey 15/-
s &t ft erfeema T 20/-
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L - U I o

Nelile JEN Bo) BRSO PRI S

fRrerm sieres TR (.10.9.49.)
orifey shifer & fasa Jar == & IUH
gitergel ey T T HAl SAT. Hereheal
q

deq & g7 (fz. )

Tepr (BT, o, w9e)

R (T5)

= s (fz. )

AT Hifd & U
weEa & g (fEd.)

HeTEH

qEErAgEIH (Fa=TER)
wdten fren wRs (F29)
Haten faren AT (Brer)
TR (W)
i (Je Gte)

e (fafem d@fte)

' %l gl
ﬁm(\ﬂmﬁsﬂ%%mﬁ)
Far o Shde o

HERIY 3T B9

8

e g5t &1 9w #=4 7

fEar & ufafear -oreias FHaE
&

g dieE e (T )
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30/-
18/-
100/-
41/-
10/-

25/-
05/-
30/-
51/-
15/-
101/-
05/-
301/-
201/-
21/-
10/-
81/-
S1/-
05/-
10/-
11/-
11/-
25/-

07/-
25/-

21/-



E|

e g e (fF. 9.) 25/-

Hq

LHOT HY Giedr 30/-

F

Fate and efforts 15/-

L

Leshya Psychology 11/-

M

Moral Education  India W 230
U.S.A. 5%

N

Nakedness of Digambar Jain Saints and Kesh Lonch 05/-

S

Sanskaras 05/-

Sculptor of the "Rishabhadev" 51/-

P

Phylosophy of scientific religion 21/-

W

What kinds of 'Dharmatma’ ( piousman ) these are
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21/-

Y RIS dsifoes ST F amsh &
HeRelT Al Henrshl, Ffgs giefarh v
UMY YT DR §Y ABTHAY Afeausm Sff U Aa-gsm off

i
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Ha18 HEHSIYaR Had #l HRell HAleY IRV AT




qrard das) St gixT Iaa @ T

FTH & THEAE T
T T

sl aafwean
=fitas=T

gab1ord L& wula War aerT vd
g el s wie eI




